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Students begin to move toward the campus from the intersection of Court and 
Union Streets as tear gas drifts their way. The scene was Thursday evening, 


Month of Campus Tension 
Results in Violent Closing 


Seven o'clock. Friday morn- 
ing, May 15. 

Ohio University students 
were waking up to the irritat- 
ing sting of lingering tear gas 
and news that the school had 
been closed 

WOUB was broadcasting a 
blow-by-blow account of the 
previous night’s student-police 
clash. 

Contingents of the 1,500 
Ohio National Guardsmen or- 
dered to Athens were begin- 
ning to take up positions in 
the downtown district. 

And President Sowle — his 
eyes red from many sleepless 
nights, but still smoking a ci- 
gar and able to 
cruising the campus in a car 
driven by his assistant, Dr. 
William Holmes. 

Together they were talking 
to students and viewing the 
result of a month of campus 
tension, firebombings, two 
straight nights of mob violence 
and more than $154,000 de- 
struction, 

The spring quarter at Ohio 
University had begun normal- 
ly. There were no distinct 
warnings of the disruption 
which would follow. 

But by mid-April campus 
tension began to show 

Much of this emerging un- 
easiness focused on the 
tion of whether Army and Air 
Force ROTC programs should 
exist on campus as a part of 
the University 

While the great majority of 
students seemed to favor main- 


smile 


‘was 


ques- 


taining the programs, there 
was a smaller, more vocal 
group that felt it should be re- 
moved. They argued that 


ROTC did not belong in an 
academic community and that 


the University should give 
ROTC neither funds (a total 
of $16,000 for clerical help 
last year) nor office space 

On April 22 nine students— 
eight of them women—were 
arrested for allegedly disrupt- 
ing an Army ROTC class in 
Carnegie Hall. 

The following day a group 
of about 50 students broke 
into an afternoon meeting of 
the President’s Advisory Coun- 
cil in Cutler Hall and pro- 
tested both the presence of 
ROTC on campus and the 
arrest of the so-called “Athens 
Nine.” After much discussion, 
President Sowle agreed to at- 
tend a mass meeting at noon 
the following day to discuss 
the issues. 

The meeting, held in Me- 
morial Auditorium, attracted 
more than 2,000 people. After 
nearly two hours of heated de- 
bate, and after President 
Sowle twice refused to drop 
charges against the “Athens 
Nine,” about 50 anti-ROTC 
students suddenly marched out 
of the meeting. They moved 
to Carnegie where they walked 
briskly through the basement 
ROTC offices shouting “One, 
two, three, four, kick ROTC 
out the door.” 

This was the height of the 
tension over ROTC. The next 
six days were relatively quiet 
There was 
over the ROTC issue and the 
arrest of the “Athens Nine”— 
but there was no hint of vio- 
lence. 

But the 
denly ended on April 30 when 
President Nixon announced 
that thousand Ameri- 
can ground combat troops had 
entered Cambodia. 


continued debate 


relative calm sud- 


several 


May 15. § 


The following Monday, 
May 4, a peaceful noon dem- 
onstration on the College 
Green protesting American en- 
try into Cambodia swelled with 
the news that four students had 


been killed by National 
Guardsmen at Kent State 
University. 


Kent was immediately closed 
and President Sowle moved to 
avert major unrest by appeal- 
ing to the University commu- 
nity to “spare no effort in as- 
suring that Ohio University 
shall not be subjected to the 
unbelievable and sickening vi- 
olence and destruction” which 
had hit Kent State and Ohio 
State University. 

That evening nearly 2,500 
students demonstrated 
fully on the College Green be- 
side Memorial Auditorium. 
After hours of discussion, de- 
bate, and sometimes con fu- 
sion, it was agreed by the ma- 
jority to “peaceful 
strike” in protest of the Kent 
killings and the invasion of 
Cambodia. The emphasis was 
on non-violence. 

The strike the following day 
proved mildly successful as in- 
structors reported 
tendance down by 25 to 30 
per cent. Strikers quietly pick- 
eted several classroom and ad- 
buildings and 
“workshops” 


peace- 


stage a 


class at- 


ministration 
small, informal 
on campus and world prob- 
lems were held on the College 
Green 

President Sowle addressed 
an afternoon gathering on the 
College Green also a 9 
p.m. rally of over 3,000 stu- 
dents in Grover Center. He 
applauded both groups for re- 
maining peaceful and said he 
was in “deep sympathy” with 
their concerns. But at the same 
time he emphasized that the 
University would not be 
closed for the strike and added 


and 


continued on page 2 
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ee 


oon the student-police battle erupted and by morning Ohio Uni- 
versity had been closed. 


June Workshop Produces 
Over 100 Recommendations 


A four-day workshop in 
June resulted in more than 
100 recommendations for im- 
proving the University. 

Forty-six people, 
students, faculty, trustees, 
townspeople, local city 
ernment leaders, alumni, ad- 
ministrators and non-academ- 
ic employees participated 

President Sowle, in calling 
the workshop, said it was the 
first in a number of steps to 
“Initiate such changes as may 


including 


gov- 


—_— 


be necessary to reaffirm the 
ideal of an institu- 
tion simultaneously responsive 
to society's needs and capable 
of supporting rational inquiry 
without disruption.” 

The representatives met at 
the Ohio University Inn and 
divided study 
groups. These Stu- 
dent Participation in Univer- 
University 


academic 


were into six 


included 
sity Governance, 


continued on page 3 
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President Sowle in his Cutler Hall office recounts the events 
which led to the closing and talks about the future 


Sowle Discusses Closing 
And Looks to the Future 


Following are excerpts from a three hour interview with 
President Sowle Saturday, July 18, concerning the campus un- 


rest which closed the University: 


Wouldn’t it have been possi- 
ble to close the University for 
a week or ten days and then 
re-open it in time to finish 
the term? 
Sowle 
at the time that this probably 
fruitless effort 


It was my judgment 


would be a 
simply because I had no as- 


surance that anything would 


days we 
than 


change in the ten 
were closed down, other 
perhaps for tensions to be re- 


duced somewhat or perhaps 


for parents to have some ac- 


cess to their children who 


were students here and _ per- 


continued on page 3 
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Legislators Come to Athens 
For Investigation of Unrest 


Ohio University the 
first stop for one of several 
groups of Ohio legislators in- 
vestigating unrest on the state’s 
campuses. 

A five-man subcommittee, 
composed of both House and 
Senate representatives, con- 
ducted three days of hearings 
at the Ohio University Inn in 
early July. 


was 


More than 40 persons—in- 
cluding townspeople, students. 
faculty, administrators, non- 
academic employees, and for- 
mer Board of Trustees Chair- 
man Fred Johnson—testified 
Part of the hearings were pri- 
vate but time was allowed for 
public testimony by those who 
wished to speak. 

The hearings often turned 
into dia- 
logue as the legislators grilled 


confrontation-type 


the witnesses. 


President Sowle, who met 
with the legislators privately 
for several hours July 8, said 
his meeting was “very produc- 
tive.” Several legislators said 
the following day that Sowle’s 
testimony had been informa- 
tive 

The investigating sub-com- 


mittee consisted of Rep. Rob- 


ert Levitt of Canton, Chair- 
man; Sen. Robert Stockdale, 
Kent; Sen. Howard Cook, To- 
ledo; Rep. Joseph Tulley, 
Mentor; and Rep. Richard 


Christianson of Mansfield 
Following the hearings 
Christianson expressed “shock” 
at a joint University-city pol- 
icy which allows University 
officials to counsel and disci- 
pline some drug users within 
the than 
automatically turning drug of- 


fenders 


institution rather 


over to civil authori- 


ties 
Levitt also accused Univer- 


sity Director of Discipline 


John Burns, an attorney, of 
“evading his legal responsibili- 
ty” by allowing students to 
“get away with little things” 
which then mushroom into 
major unrest. 

The legislative subcommit- 
tee was established following 
passage of the so-called “Cam- 
pus Riot Bill” by the General 
Assembly in early June. 

Among other things, the 
bill provides for hearings for 
students, faculty, staff or non- 
academic employees arrested 
in connection with campus 
unrest. The hearings, the bill 
states, must be held within 
five days after the arrest has 
been made. 

Students or employees of 
the University who are sus- 
pended or dismissed due to 
connection with disruptive ac- 
tivities may not be re-admitted 
or re-hired by 
ported school for at least one 
“full calendar year.” 


any state-sup- 


President Sowle said it 
might be difficult to conduct 
hearings for arrested students 
or employees within five days 
following — their He 
that when “up to or 


over 100 people are arrested” 


arrest 
noted 
in connection with 
unrest it might be difficult to 
conduct the hearings “under 
some semblance of courtroom 


campus 


procedure.” 
Sowle have 
preferred that the bill not be 


said he would 
enacted 

“As a matter of philosophy, 
I would rather have no bill at 
all. I deal 


with these things internally.” 


would prefer to 


“But at the same time,’ he 
said, “if the legislature thought 
that 
great 


public was so 
that a 


this 


pressure 
bill 


one 


be en- 


bad 


must 


ac ted, isn’t too 


we can live with it.” 


—— 
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and coordinated by 


Andrew 


Alexander is 


ISSUE of the 


edited 


Alumni Journal was written 


Alexander 


a senior majoring in journalism and was editor of 


The Ohio University Post during the past academic year. His journalism 


experience includes two summers 
The Herald 
August, 1968 


free-lance 


newspaper in 


invasion of ( 
roving 


worked for The New 


correspondent in Vietnam. In 
York Times, Columbus 


4s a general assignment reporter for 
Melbourne, 


hoslovakia 


Australia. He also covered the 
last 
addition, he 


(Ohio) 


and spent summer as a 
has also 


Citizen-Journal 


the Dayton Journal-Herald and several other newspapers in Ohio and 


throughout the nation 
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Shortly before midnight May 14, President Sowle tried unsuccessfully to talk with protestors 


in front of Cutler Hall. 


Violence Causes Closing... 
(Continued from page 1) 


that the institution had an ob- 
ligation to “protect the free- 
dom of those who want to go 
to class.” 

But despite repeated calls 
for non-violence, tensions con- 
tinued to increase. The follow- 
ing afternoon, May 6, a group 
of about 35 students walked 
through downtown Athens 
businesses demanding that 
they close in support of the 
strike; many merchants com- 
plied. Several hours later a 
peaceful “March Against 
Death” by 2,500 people moved 
from the College Green 
through the business district 
and back to the campus. 

Another evening rally was 
held and the majority of stu- 
dents appeared to oppose con- 
tinuing the strike. President 
Sowle again urged peaceful 
protest and said the University 
should open. 

But while the emphasis was 
the University 
open, Ohio Governor James 
A. Rhodes 
that all 
periencing unrest be closed at 


remain 
on keeping 


recommended 
state universities ex- 
once and university officials 
throughout the state were told 
privately that assistance by the 
National Guard or Highway 
Patrol would not be granted 
in the event of a major dis- 
turbance 

At 4 a.m. Thursday, May 7, 
the 


two 


when 
firebombs hurled 
the the 
ROTC supply room in Peden 
Stadium total of 
$4,000 damage to uniforms 
and the President 
Sowle deplored the violence 
“Ohio Uni- 
versity must remain open.” 
Later in the morning Presi- 
dent told by Re- 
gents Chancellor John Millett, 
speaking for Governor Rhodes, 
that the National Guard and 


peace was broken 
were 
through windows of 
causing a 
building 


but again stated: 


Sowle was 


Highway Patrol would defi- 
nitely not assist Ohio Univer- 
sity in remaining open 

That afternoon nearly 30 


Athens businesses were closed 
after small groups of students 
again harrassed merchants 

In an attempt to 
further firebombings, the call 


prevent 


went out for student and fac- 


ulty volunteers to patrol the 
campus area throughout the 
night and “report anything 
suspicious” to the Security Po- 
lice Office. 

That evening, following a 
rally on the College Green, 
about 50 student and faculty 
marshals — along with police 
from Athens, Belpre and Lo- 
gan — were able to contain 
about 400 students who had 
blocked the intersection of 
Court and Union Streets. A 
call for assistance from the 
Highway Patrol was refused 
but the crowd remained peace- 
ful and dispersed about | a.m. 

The following day, Friday, 
President Sowle reaffirmed his 
belief “that it is possible to 
keep Ohio University open. 
My continuing faith is based 
in large part upon the mag- 
nificent response of our stu- 
dents, faculty and staff.” 


That evening he flew to 
Washington to appear on 
news commentator Howard 


K. Smith’s discussion panel on 
ABC. national television fol- 
lowing President Nixon’s press 
conference on Cambodia 

The weekend was quiet and 
there was hope that the worst 
was over. It wasn’t—the next 
five days proved the 
turbulent in the University’s 


most 


history. 

Monday, May 11 

arly 2,500 students gath- 
ered in Center for a 
rally featuring speaker John 
Froines, a member of the Chi- 
cago Conspiracy Eight. Fol- 
lowing the speech—at about 


N 


Grover 


11 p.m.—a group of 100 stu- 
dents broke into the old 
Chubb Library which had 


been unoccupied awaiting ren- 
ovation. They proclaimed the 
building a “Free University” 
and, despite repeated warnings 
that they had illegally entered, 
they remained 
Tuesday, May 12 

Several after Chubb 
was occupied—at about 1:30 
a.m.—a firebomb caused near- 
ly $150,000 damage to an ad- 
dition to Nelson Cafeteria and 
dormitory. 


hours 


an adjacent 
Both buildings were still un- 
der construction and were not 
yet University property but 


new 


still belonged to the contrac- 
tor. The fire was brought un- 
der control after several hours. 

Meanwhile, about 50 stu- 
dents continued to illegally oc- 
cupy Chubb Library. President 
Sowle and administrators met 
with various faculty groups 
throughout the night. 

Finally, after another re- 
quest for assistance from the 
Highway Patrol was refused, 
city and University police 
went into action. At 6 a.m. 
they surrounded the building 
and the occupying students 
were given the option of leav- 
ing or being arrested. All of 
them—about 30—left quietly. 

Throughout the day bomb 
threats, false fire alarms and 
small trash fires kept police 
and fire officials busy. When 
it became evident that more 
protection was needed for the 
coming night, Provost Robert 
Savage requested more volun- 
teer student and faculty mar- 
shals and several hundred re- 
sponded. 

Late Tuesday afternoon, by 
telephone, the Board of Trust- 
ees publicly passed a resolu- 
tion reaffirming the President’s 
right to call and enforce a 
campus curfew and to suspend 
or expel a student (and ban 
him from campus) whenever, 
“after a thorough review of 
the facts, the President 
cludes that the continued pres- 
ence of the student on the 
campus constitutes a clear and 
immediate danger to the or- 
derly functioning of the Uni- 
versity community.” 

Several hours later President 
Sowle used this authority to 
immediately suspend seven stu- 
dents—two of whom were not 
enrolled spring quarter but 
were living near campus. 

Student reaction to the sus- 
pensions was quick and heat- 
ed. That evening a meeting of 
about 75 students in Baker 
Center resulted in a list of de- 
mands which were taken 
to President Sowle’s house 
Among other things, the de- 
mands called for the suspen- 
sions of the seven students to 
be dropped. 

Wednesday, May 13 

Tensions grew, primarily 
over the previous day’s sus- 


con- 


pensions. 


In the late afternoon the 
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Schools Closed by Unrest 
May Lose State Funding 


Faculty Senate met and rec- 
ommended an appeal proced- 
ure for the seven students and, 
by an amendment to that pro- 
cedure, that the suspensions be 
lifted. The Senate also recom- 
mended a pass-fail grade op- 
tion along with the option for 
any student to withdraw from 
classes and leave campus with- 
out punishment if the student 
felt his personal safety was in 
jeopardy. President Sowle, 
speaking on WOUB radio, 
agreed to all of the Senate 
recommendations except the 
recommendation that the sus- 
pensions of the seven students 
be lifted. 

That evening nearly 400 
students met in Baker Center 
to discuss the suspensions. Aft- 
er several hours of heated de- 
bate about 300 decided to 
march through the West, 
South and East Greens in an 
unsuccessful attempt to gain 
support for a rally on the Col- 
lege Green. 

Once back on the College 
Green the group moved to 
Cutler Hall to protest. At 
11:15 p.m., despite objections 
from some of his administra- 
tors, President Sowle faced the 
ugly crowd in an attempt to 
discuss the issue. He was re- 
peatedly shouted down and 
after a brick was hurled 
toward the building he disap- 
peared into the building and 
out the back door and was 
whisked away in an auto. 

As Cutler Hall chimes sig- 
nalled midnight, bricks were 
thrown through Cutler Hall 
windows. 


Thursday, May 14 
At 12:30 am. the crowd, 
numbering about 250, moved 
to the intersection of Court 
and Union where city police, 
assisted by officers from Logan 
and Belpre, were waiting in 


riot gear. 
Suddenly, bricks were 
thrown from the campus 


through windows in Logan’s 
Bookstore across the street. 
The police reacted quickly to 
seal off the city section by 
using tear gas canisters and 
pepper fog to disperse the 
crowd. The battle raged for 
about 45 minutes before the 
police successfully split the stu- 
dents into smaller groups. By 
5:30 the campus was 
clear and quiet. 

The President, administra- 
tors and faculty groups met 
throughout the night and at 
6 a.m. a statement was issued 
asserting that the University 
would remain open on a day- 
to-day basis. 

During the day many state- 
ments of support were issued 
by various student and faculty 
groups. Classes continued as 
usual and additional student 
marshals volunteered. 

But by 9:30 p.m. a large 
crowd estimated at between 
500-700 gathered near Baker 
Center and _ police again 
moved to protect the city busi- 
ness section by taking up po- 
sitions at the Court and Union 
intersection. 

Less than a half hour later 
the crowd met police at the 
intersection and at 10:30 
bricks were again thrown at 
police and city buildings and 
the battle was on. 


a.m. 


Police lobbed tear gas can- 
isters at students for the next 
three hours. Students, in turn, 
returned the canisters and also 
hurled bricks and bottles at 
the police. 

Howard Hall and Baker 
Center were evacuated when 
the gas became too dense and 
students began building small 
fires and breaking parking 
meters. Student marshals, 
wearing green and white iden- 
tification armbands, were un- 
able to contain the crowd. 

During the evening 26 stu- 
dents were treated at Hudson 
Health Center for non-serious 
injuries. Students also set up 
their own first aid stations and 
scores of students with buckets 
of water and wet towels to 
combat the stinging tear gas 
roamed throughout the area 
offering help to demonstrators 
and onlookers. 

A total of 54 people, most 
of them students, were ar- 
rested. 

The University placed three 
calls to the Highway Patrol 
during the evening asking for 
assistance but aid was refused. 


Friday, May 15 


President Sowle, senior ad- 
ministrators and faculty groups 
met throughout the night. 

Shortly after midnight the 
President and Athens Mayor 
Raymond Shepard jointly re- 
quested the National Guard to 
protect the city and help close 
the University. The request 
was granted. 

At 4:10 am. the official 
statement was made. The Uni- 
versity would be closed imme- 
diately until the beginning of 
the summer session in June. 

In his statement, President 
Sowle said: “It is sad indeed 
that this inspiring period in 
the history of Ohio University 
must end in such an unfortu- 
nate way. The result, however, 
in no way detracts from the 
magnificent efforts of the 
great majority of our faculty, 
students and staff to keep the 
University open. We tried, but 
we failed.” 


Workshops 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Disciplinary System, Security 
and Control, The Modern 
University and Dissent, 
Changes in University Struc- 
ture, and Communication in 
Crisis. 

The most widely applauded 
recommendation calls for cre- 
ation of a “University Coun- 
cil?’ The Council would be 
the “highest discussion group 
for policy considerations” and 
would consist of an equal 
number of students, faculty 
and administrators. 

The Council would solicit 
and study recommendations 
from various groups such as 
the Student Assembly or Fac- 
ulty Senate. It would then 
have the authority to make 
recommendations to the Presi- 
dent. The President, in turn, 
could either accept or veto 
the recommendations. 

However, the Council would 
have the power to override a 
Presidential veto by a _ two- 
thirds vote. 


Another recommendation 
calls for the establishment of a 
Communication Control Cen- 
ter (CCC) to help especially 
with the dissemination of in- 
formation during “crisis” pe- 
riods. It was also urged that 
the CCC function as a regular 
part of the University during 
the academic year. 

The CCC would help to 
coordinate information among 
WOUB, WOUB-TV, The 
Post and the Athens Messen- 
ger. 

A third major recommenda- 
tion calls for the hiring by the 
University of a “competent, 
experienced attorney . . . to 
assist the Security Office and 
the University Judiciary sys- 
tem in determining whether or 
not actions against students, 
faculty and staff should be 
taken within the University or 
through the civil courts. He 
would serve as the legal repre- 
sentative of the University in 
all such cases.” 

Other recommendations in- 
clude: 

—Tripling the University 
Security Police force to 66 of- 
ficers. (President Sowle has al- 
ready taken a step in this di- 
rection by announcing in mid- 
July the recruitment of 19 new 
officers) ; 


—The appointment of a 
University ombudsman ; 


—All University rules and 
regulations should be reviewed 
“for the purpose of removing 
those which are no longer jus- 
tifiable or enforceable,’ and; 


—An_ attempt should be 
made specifically to eliminate 
or lessen many “in loco paren- 
tis’ regulations such as wom- 
en’s hours, the restriction on 
beer in the dormitories, etc. 


The emphasis throughout 
the workshop was on produc- 
ing recommendations which 
deal with the underlying 
causes of campus unrest. 


A special edition of The 
Post was prepared following 
the workshop and sent to all 
students at their homes; it was 
also distributed throughout the 
Athens community. The spe- 
cial edition contained a com- 
plete version of all workshop 
recommendations. 

The special edition was fol- 
lowed by an “opinion survey” 
containing 40 questions which 
was sent to all students and 
distributed in the Athens com- 
munity. The responses to the 
survey will be tabulated by 
computer. 

In a final effort to gain 
suggestions and comments, a 
public meeting was held Fri- 
day, July 10, in Memorial 
Auditorium to discuss the 
workshop recommendations. 

A disappointingly small 
crowd of only about 100 peo- 
ple — most of them faculty 
and staff persons — attended. 
President Sowle later express- 
ed disappointment that more 
students and Athens towns- 
people had not attended. 

The all-day meeting, how- 
ever, went smoothly and Presi- 
dent Sowle described it as “in- 
formative and encouraging.” 

Implementation of many of 
the workshop recommenda- 
tions is expected to begin soon. 


The Ohio Board of Regents 
has ruled that state univer- 
sities forced to close due to 
campus unrest must either 
make up lost school days or 
face a possible loss of state 
funds. 

The action was taken by the 
Regents at their June 19 
meeting in Columbus and 
came as a complete surprise 
to many state university presi- 
dents. 

The ruling means that uni- 
versities would lose _ state 
funds during the time they are 
closed. 

The Regents took the action 
by re-wording the definition of 
a full-time equivalent (FTE) 
student. State money is award- 
ed on the basis of the number 
of FTE students and the Re- 
gents added that procedures 
for determining FTE student 
enrollment in the future will 
“assume an academic year of 
thirty-three weeks including 
thirty weeks of regular course 
instruction, and a summer 
term of eleven weeks includ- 
ing ten weeks of regular 
course instruction.” 

President Claude R. Sowle 
said the ruling was “under- 


standable” but could have 
“disastrous” effects. 

He said if universities were 
forced to close it would be 
“extremely difficult because of 
our tight schedules” to make 
up lost school days. 

He also said that if state 
funds were cut off Ohio Uni- 
versity would probably have to 
stop salaries for faculty mem- 
bers and most other employees 
immediately. 

He added that if the Uni- 
versity were forced to close for 
all or a substantial part of a 
quarter, students would not 
receive academic credit for 
the term and the University 
would be forced to refund stu- 
dent fees. 

Ohio University now re- 
ceives about $500,000 a week 
in state subsidies. 

Regents Chancellor John D. 
Millett said that from “80 to 
100” members of the Ohio 
General Assembly had urged 
that the action be taken. 

State Senator Michael Ma- 
loney, R-Cincinnati, had pre- 
viously introduced a bill to 
stop state funds to closed uni- 
versities but the legislation 
died in committee. 


A student reads the final edition of The Post. Reporters and 
editors had been driven from their Baker Center offices by tear 
gas the previous night but returned and worked until dawn to 
produce the May 15 issue. 


Sowle Interview 
(Continued from Page 1) 


haps influence their attitudes 
toward events, and so forth. 
But I felt it was better to close 
down for the full period than 
to come back and then find 
we were closed down again. 
We had no assurance at the 
time we closed that we would 
have any outside security 
forces available (once we re- 
opened) and, to be frank with 
you, I have resisted the idea 
of keeping this University 
open under conditions of 
thousands of armed men pa- 
trolling the campus. 

Do you know specifically 
those students who led or 
participated in the violence? 

Sowle: I think we 
some notion as to who some 
of the people are. In addition 
to the arrests and suspensions, 
we had disci- 
plinary cases, develop after the 
closure where the evidence 
indicates that these individuals 
were involved in the violence 
But to say we have any sort 
of complete information on 
that sort of thing would be 
misleading. We simply do not 
The security and intelligence 
resources available in May 


have 


several cases, 


were too modest to permit ac- 
cumulation of this type of in- 
formation in great quantity. 

Many students have claimed 
that you did not actively so- 
licit student opinion during 
the “crisis” period. Did you 
solicit student opinion or meet 
formally with any student 
groups? 

Sowle: There was a good 
deal of contact on my part 
with a variety of students dur- 
ing this period of time. How- 
ever, it was not an organized 
and certainly not a_ highly 
publicized type of contact. 
Part of the difficulty is that 
when you get into a situation 
of this type, there are so many 
things going on that the op- 
portunity for long, thoughtful 
consultation simply is not 
available—not only in terms 
of students but also with re- 
spect to faculty. But certainly, 
directly and indirectly, I was 
getting a lot of student com- 
ment and advice. Now, I 
think the real heart of your 
question is: If student advice 
could have been formalized 
and publicized, what would 
the result have been and how 
might it have affected the out- 
come? I don’t know the an- 
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Ohio National Guardsmen, 


stationed throughout city streets, 


watch as students leave for home. 
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swer to that question, but 
certainly it would not have 
done any harm if that type of 
thing had been possible. One 
problem that we ran into was 
that we did not have at that 
time and have not had for 
some months a viable student 
government. Therefore, when 
we had a problem we were in 
regular contact and in formal 
contact on occasion with the 
administrative committee of 
the Faculty Senate and with 
one or more officers of the 
AAUP trying to get a broad 
range of faculty viewpoint, 
but we simply did not have 
available any viable student 
government input of that type 
which, after dealing (with 
them for) over a year or so, 
would make us confident of 
the significance of the view- 
point expressed 

Do you have any leads on 
either the ROTC or Nelson 
Cafeteria firebombings? 

Sowle: Unfortunately, we 
have no leads at the present 
time. Various police agencies 
continuing 
in this area 


investigations 
The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, for 
example, is involved in the 
investigation of the Peden Sta- 
dium ROTC fire and, because 
the person who set that fire 
may have also been involved 
in the Nelson Commons fire, 
they are also looking into that 
Thus far, 
we have not developed any 
hard information. Now don't 
think this is necessarily a bad 
reflection upon the police 
agencies. One must remember 
that both fires were set late at 
night. The types of fires that 
were involved were capable of 
being set by a single individual 
or by a couple of persons, and 
these things occurred before 
we had an organized marshal 
force to stand watch 
buildings. 

People have criticized you 
for what they say is a failure 
to communicate within the 
University community. Is 
there justification for this? 

Sowle: At point I 
hope we can emphasize the 
plusses and minuses of the 
year, and one of the plusses, 
I think, is that although we 
have a long way to go, we 


are 


situation however, 


over 


some 


have improved communica- 
tions this year. Throughout 
the year I was out in the 
dorms, visiting with organiza- 


tions, etc. I deliberately did 
not seek publicity for these 
things for fear that people 
might feel that this was being 
used in some to co-opt 
them or create an image or 
something of that sort, but 
there were times during the 
school year when I was out on 
the average of four or five 
nights each week in dormi- 
tories and with student groups. 
In terms of our own house, 
we have had more than 4,000 
people through in the last 
eleven months, and many of 
them have been student 
groups, or many of the occa- 
sions had students mixed in 
with groups of faculty and 
townspeople. Weekly press 
briefings, as you know, were 
started this year as a means of 
communication. I have used 
WOUB from time to time as 
an opportunity to answer 
questions. I have tried from 
August | (1969), when I took 
office, right through the time 
of our closing, to try, on ap- 
propriate occasions to address 
letters to the University com- 
munity, including students, 
telling them what was going 
on. I tried to make them as 
factual as possible, not pieces 
of propaganda in any way, so 
that I think I and many oth- 
ers have made a real attempt 
to improve communications. 


way 


Do you fear losing alumni 
support over the incidents 
which caused the University 
to close? 

Sowle: I hope that our 
alumni will support us. If we 
go into a period where the 
(Ohio) 
ing to be increasingly suppor- 
tive of us because they are 
troubled by what they see and 
the alumni act similarly, then 
our problems merely worsen 
Therefore, if we 
time when we needed private 
support to do some of the 
things that will make this a 
better institution, the 
time. Therefore, if one is truly 
devoted to his institution, it 
would be my hope that the 
average alumnus would try to 
adopt an understanding atti- 
tude of our approach. Now, 
perhaps we could, over a year 
or two by being very repres- 
attract greater amounts 
of private support because we 
are “law and order people.” 
But I think the more thought- 
ful alumni will realize that we 
have to be moderate. We have 
to be flexible. Certainly, we 
have to be firm when people 


legislature is not go- 


ever had a 


this is 


sive, 


get totally out of hand, break 
the law and become violent. 
But, at the same time, under- 
stand that with the passage of 
time many things that go on 
on campus will not be totally 
understood or liked by our 
alumni, but perhaps will be 
viewed as part of the evolu- 
tion of education out of which 
will come a great deal of good. 
And therefore I hope in the 
next year or two our alumni, 
if anything, will show greater 
and greater support, because 
this is where the good of the 
institution lies in terms of pro- 
viding the extra support we 
need to do some of the things 
that will decrease frustrations 
and restlessness that are, in 
large part, attributable to in- 
adequate funding. I must em- 
phasize that students, faculty, 
and administrators must also 
respond by joint effort and 
understanding to keep dissent 
from becoming destructive and 
a deterrent to the primary role 
of the University—that of edu- 
cating young people. 

Have you considered bring- 
ing charges against any facul- 
ty members who were active 
in the demonstrations in May 
before the closing? 

Sowle: Certainly many of 
our faculty were active in the 
events of May. Many of them 
(were helpful) in very con- 
structive ways by leading 
workshops on the College 
Green, etc. Many of them did 
express personal viewpoints in 
the course of these discussions 
which they certainly were en- 
titled to do. We have reports, 
however, of only one or two 
instances of faculty involve- 
ment that could be thought to 
be possibly destructive in the 
sense of leading a movement 
to close the University by in- 
citing to violence that might 
accomplish that result. Those 
reports thoroughly re- 
viewed, and it was our con- 
clusion that there was by no 
means enough information 
available to us to suggest that 
we ought to institute proceed- 
ings against these individuals. 
Therefore, we did not file any 
formal 


were 


proceedings 
any faculty member. 

If the Highway Patrol had 
been available to you, would 
it have been possible to keep 
the University open? 

Sowle: I am not a police 
officer, but I am satisfied that 
if we had had an adequate 
number of State Highway Pa- 
trolmen here during the last 
week before school closed, we 
would have had an extremely 
good chance of remaining 
open. I would not say the 
same thing in respect to the 
(National) Guard in the sense 
that the Patrol is very well 
trained and, I think, a very 
good police organization gen- 
erally with some degree of 
among the student 
body and faculty, while the 
Guard obviously—and I 


against 


respect 


am 


not running down the Guard, 
it serves a useful purpose in 
some instances—is not as 
highly trained and carefully 
selected as the Patrol. Also, of 
course, the Kent State situa- 
tion had created an emotional 
reaction to the Guard on the 
part of many radical and 
many uncommitted but con- 
cerned students that would 
have made the presence of 
the Guard here, I think, un- 
der any conditions other than 
those which brought them 
here at the time of the closing, 
a somewhat volatile situation. 


Why did Governor Rhodes 
refuse to allow the Highway 
Patrol or the National Guard 
to assist you in keeping the 
University open? 

Sowle: The only reason that 
has been given to me for that 
decision was that in the diffi- 
culties at Miami, Kent State 
and Ohio State Universities 
the Patrol had suffered a 
number of injuries. I believe 
the number was in excess of 
100 and that the Governor 
was reluctant to commit the 
Patrol under those conditions. 
He (apparently) felt this was 
too high a price to pay. I 
think, also, that he was deeply 
shocked by what happened at 
Kent State and was fearful 
that if the Guard perhaps 
were traveling around the 
campuses that further deaths 


might occur and this was 
troublesome to him. I can’t 
read his mind as to why 


he did this. I am sure his de- 
cision was based on a variety 
of reasons. The only thing IT 
can say is that I think that 
the fact that we closed down 
at the time we did was attrib- 
utable in part to the absence 
of adequate police help in the 
form of Highway Patrol. We 
requested the Patrol on three 
different occasions and were 
turned down. Yes, it is easy to 
be placing blame these days, 
but I do think to the extent 
that we made requests and 
were turned down, we were 
therefore unable to provide the 
security needed and as a result 
we were unable to contain the 
(students), particularly in the 
town, and we were not able 
to declare and enforce a cur- 
few—these things contributed 
significantly to our closure. 
The thing that made me final- 
ly close the University was 
that I couldn’t see any end to 
this. Each night it was esca- 
lating, tensions were building 
up, people were getting tired, 
people were getting frightened, 
there were rumors of vigilan- 
tes, and it just seemed to me 
irresponsible to keep the Uni- 
versity open at all costs if this 
was going to result in loss of 
life and further damage to 
University and other property. 
I think we could have reduced 
the chances of those things 
happening if we had had the 
type of assistance we request- 
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CALENDAR 


of Fall Events 


September 12 

Cleveland Mother's Club, 7:30 
p-m. Cleveland Room, Sheraton 
Hotel, Annual Freshman-Parents 
Welcome 

September 19 

Ohio University vs Kent State, 
Kent, Ohio, Alumni Luncheon, 
11:30 am., Holiday Inn, Kent 
September 23 

First Day of Classes, Fall Quarter 
September 25 

New York-New Jersey Alumni 
Chapter Art Festival — Lessnick 
Gallery, Contact Dr. Emil Kustin 
(212) CA 8-6916, New York 
City 

September 26 

Ohio vs Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, Alumni Luncheon, 
11:30 am. Contact Steve Riley 
(612) 533-6608, Minneapolis 
October 2 

Annual Meeting of The Ohio 
University Fund, Inc., Board of 


Trustees, Ohio University Inn, 
Athens, Ohio 45701 
October 2-3 


Annual Rush Elliott Lectureship 
Weekend, Ohio University Inn, 
Athens, Ohio 


October 3 

Ohio University vs University of 
Toledo, 1:30 p.m., Peden Sta- 
dium 


October 8-9-10 

Semi-Annual Meeting, Ohio Uni- 
versity Alumni Association Board 
of Directors, Ohio University Inn, 
Athens, Ohio 

October 9 

Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet 
and Induction Ceremonies, Baker 
Center, 8:00 p.m. 

October 10 

Homecoming—Ohio University vs 
Dayton, Alumni Luncheon, Con- 
vocation Center, 11:30 a.m. 
Game, Peden Stadium, 1:30 p.m. 
October 16-17 

Fiftieth and Twenty-Fifth Reun- 
ions for Classes of 1920 and 1945, 


Ohio University Inn, Athens, 
Ohio 
October 17 


Ohio University vs Miami Univer- 
sity, 1:30 p.m., Peden Stadium 
October 17 

Cleveland Mother's Club Meeting, 
Higbee’s, Noon Luncheon, Speak- 
er, Pat Cosiano, Co-Ordinator of 
Ohio University’s Cleveland Cen- 
ter for Student Teachers 

October 24 

Ohio University vs University of 
Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Alumni Pre-Game Luncheon, 11:- 
30 am., Contact Roger Kalkbren- 
ner (513) 793-4759 

October 31 

Ohio University vs Western Mich- 
igan University, Kalamazoo, Mich- 
igan, Alumni Pre-Game Lun- 
cheon, 11:30 a.m., Crosstown Hol- 
iday Inn, Contact Sam Carpenter, 
(616) 965-1291 

November 7 

Ohio University vs Bowling 
Green, Bowling Green, Ohio, 
Alumni Pre-Game Luncheon, 11:- 
30 a.m., Contact Bob Monti (419) 
382-5548 

November 14 

Ohio University vs Penn State, 
State College, Pennsylvania, Alum- 
ni Pre-Game Luncheon at the 
Nittany Lion Inn, 11:30 am., 
Contact Ohio University Alumni 
Office 

November 21 


Ohio University vs Marshall, 
Athens, Ohio, Game 1:30 p.m, 
Peden Stadium 

December 

*Special Note Alumni Ac- 


tivities are planned for Florida 
and southern area alumni during 
Ohio University’s basketball par- 
ticipation in the Tangerine Bowl 
Tourney, December 28-29. 
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